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ISAIAH IX. Part of the 6th Verſe. 


THE MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, 


The whole Verſe runs thus, 
| FOR UNTO Us A CHILD 18 BORN, UNTO Us A SON is GIVEN, AND THE GO: | 

VERNMENT SHALL BE UPON HIS SHOULDER: AND HIS NAME SHALL BE 
ALLIED WONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR, THE MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLAST=- | 

ING FATHER, THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 


IN an Age of ſuch general Scepticiſm and Infidelity as this 

I in which we live: when the Underſtanding of an. Here/i- 
arch, dares to diſpute the Wiſdom of God“: at a Time when 
the Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour Chriſt, is violently and 
openly attacked + ; it is highly incumbent upon «s, who are 
the Guardians of the Chriſtian Faith, earne/tly to contend for 
it; and to deliver it to Poſterity, pure and uncorrupted. 

f : OY The 
* The ſame Thing that is ſaid of the Romani/?s' Tradition, muſt be alſo ſaid 
of the Reaſon and Philoſophy of Deiſis and Socinians; that Reaſon is falſe and 
. that contradicts God: it may be Pride and Error, but can never be 
3 Becauſe the Eſtabliſhed Church maintains, that „ Chriſt with the Holy 
Ghoſt, is moſt high in the Glory of God the Father”: one Hereſiarch, with the 


utmoſt bitterneſs hath aſſerted, that the Service of the Church of England is 
ſhockingly abſurd, maniſgſily impious, nay more, idolatrous. 
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83 8 
The greateſt of all Titles, the mighty God“, (El gibbor the 
ſame Title which is given to the One Supreme God of Iſrael) 
is aſcribed to the Meſſiah, by the Evangelical Prophet in the 
Text. And the ſame Prophet, ſpeaking of the Meſſiah, de- 
clares his Divinity in ſuch Terms as theſe, ſay to them that are 


of a fearful Heart, be ſtrong, fear not: behold your God will come 


with Vengeance, even God with a Recompence, he will come and 


fave you. Which Words cannot poſſibly be expounded of 


any other than of Chriſt; for it immediately follows, hen the 
Eyes. of the Blind ſhall be opened, and the Ears of the Deaf ſhall 
be unſtopped: then ſhall the lame Man leap as an Hart, and 


be Tongue of the Dumb fing : which how literally veri- 


fied in Him, to any one who takes but a View of the Mira- 
ö 8 To. 


* The ſame Expreſſion is uſed. Iſa. x. 21. concerning the God of Iſtael.. 


Deus ſeparatim, qui Hebraice El dicitur. Denique in conſequentibus ubi legi- 


mus: Tu es enim Deus et neſciebamus. Et iterum: Ego ſum Deus, et non eſt alius 


præter me, et multa his ſimilia, pro eo quod in Latino dicitur Deus, in Hebraico 
5 ſeriptum eſt. Hieron, Comm. in Efai. p. 85. Ed Bened. Vid. Procop. in 
Eſai. p. 150. THAT ey oa WET 5 
Irenæus quotes Iſa. ix. 6. as it lies in the Hebrew Text, and not according 


to the Septuagint — Vocabitun nomen ejus, admirabilis, conſiliarius, Deus Fortis, . 
Deus fortis, et inenarrabile habet genus. Iren. p. 403. — Sang eg ovpCunc, 


Dies dura gne, warne dπαe,˖,ꝗj— & T5 Hανν De d Te TRAY marie ves n ,, 1) 


ne i Viw, Clem. Alex, Pæd. Lib. . P. 91. | 25 Z 7 
The LXXII Interpreters put piydans Bears AN, which is a Comment in- 


ſtead of a Tranſlation, for thoſe higher Titles. — Qua nominum majeſtate per- 


territos LXX reor-non eſſe auſos de puero dicere quod aperte Deus appellandus 
fit, et c#tera : ſed pro his ſex nominibus poſuiſſe quod in Hebraico non habetur, 


Magni Conſilii Angeluen, & e. Hieron. If. ix, 6. —.Vid. Iren. Lib. III. c. 21. 


Several Paſſages which were formerly in the Targum or Jewiſh Commentary 


upon the Prophets, are now left out by the modern Jews, that they might not. 
give Advantage to the Chriſtian Cauſe, LTH 


| + Tfaiah xxxv. 4, 5, 6. 


139 
cles which he wrought, as recorded in the Goſpels, will moſt 
evidently and undeniably appear. E Wy aL 


And what this Prophet has thus poſitively afferted of the 
Divinity of Chriſt, the next ſeconds and confirms. For be- 
bold, ſays the Prophet Jeremiah, the Days come, ſaith the Lord, 

that I will raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, and a King ſhall 


reign and proſper, and ſhall execute Fuftice and Judgment in the 


Earth. In his Days Judah fhall be ſaved and Tfrae! ſhall dwell 
ſafely: and this is his Name whereby he ſhall be called, the Lord 


cur Righteouſneſs* : that is, in the Original, Jehovah Tfidkenu t: 


which Name, even the Jews themſelves being Witneſſes, was : 


ſo peculiarly ſacred unto God, that they never aſcribed it to 
any other, and by that He alone was to be known and di- 
Ninguiſhed. e „ 


The next Paſſage of Scripture I ſhall urge in Proof of our 
bleſſed Saviour's Divinity, is that of the Prophet Zechariah. 
Iwill pour upon the Houſe of David, and upon the Inhabitants of 5 
Wo 8 Teruſalem, 


* Jeremiah xxiii. 5, 6. 


t The original Word which we render Lord, is Jehovah. This Word Je- 
Þovah is the incommunicable Name of the Supreme God; and it is no where 
in Scripture applied to any but to Him. The Right alone to that Title, the 


Arians themſelves being Judges, declares an eſſential and proper Divinity. 
Where we meet with the Word Lord in the Old Teſtament in Capital Let- 


ters, it is in the Original Jehovah. The Jews called it the . Name and 
they looked upon it to be ſo ſacred, that they pronounced the Word N Adonai; 


that is Lord inſtead of it. Apud priſcos Hebræos in majori reverentia; longeque 
ſanctius habitum fuit, quam reliqua Dei nomina, quæ partim ab Effectis, par- 


tim ab Attributis ejus petita ſunt, et pio quodam ſtudio ab eo pronunciando 


abſtinuerunt, ne quotidiano uſu vileſceret et in vanum ſumeretur, ut ea quæ in 


ore ſubinde ſunt. Buxtorſi Lexicon in Verb Jehovah, — Vid, Leigh's Critica 
Sacra in Verbo Jehovah, + Sho 
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1 
Feruſalem, the Spirit of Grace, and of Supplications, and they ſhall 
lool upon Me whom they have pierced ||. Here it is evident that 
the Meſſiah is the Perſon alluded to by the Prophet. And 
that the ſame Perſon was the Supreme God, 1s very plain 
from the firſt Verſe of that Chapter, which runs thus, The 
Burden of the Word of the Lord, | Jehovah] faith the Lord, 
[Jehovah] which ftreteheth forth the Heavens, and layeth the 
Foundation of the Earth, and formeth the Spirit of Man within 
The Prophet Malachi alſo deſcribing the coming of the 
Meſſiah, and the manner of his Appearance upon Earth, 
ſpeaks of Him in Terms as fully anſwerable to his Divinity 
as the other, Behold, I will ſend my Meſſenger, and he ſhall 
prepare the Way before me: and the Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſud- 


denly come to bis Temple; even the Meſſenger of the Covenant, _— . . 


he delight in, behold. He ſhall come, ſaith the Lord of Hes. 
who may abide the Day of bis coming? And. who ſpall fand = | 
Hie appeareth*? | 
Indeed innumerable are the Evidences of this kind out of 
the Old Teſtament; and it may not be improper. to cite ſuch 
other Paſſages of Holy Writ as the Apoſtles have interpreted. 
in the ſame Senſe with us; that ſo. it may appear evident, that 
we are fo far from being the Authors of any new Notion or 


Opinion as to the Divinity of Chriſt, that we have aſſerted no 


other Doctrine. concerning it, than what with the unanimous . 


Conſent: 
| Zech xii. 10. Mal. ili. , 2. 


e (0 3 
Conſent of both Prophets and Apoſtles, has been long ago 
ſettled and confirmed, ms 1 

Iſaias ſpeaking of a Viſion which he had, and in which he 
tells us he received his Commiſſion as a Prophet, delivers 
himſelf thus: I ſaw the Lord fitting upon a Throne high and 
bfted up, and his Train filled the Temple: above it flood the Sera- 
pbims, and one cried unto another and ſaid, Holy, Holy, Holy, is 
the Lord of Hoſts, the whole Earth is full of his Glory. And then 
as being terrified and confounded at the fight of ſo great 

Majeſty and Power, he immediately adds, then ſaid 1, wo 1s 

me, for I am undone! becauſe I am a Man of unclean Lips, and I 
duell in the midſi of a People of unclean Lips; for mine Eyes have 

ſeen the King, the Lord of Hoſts *, Are theſe Words. applica- 

ble to any but to God? And are they not as amply expreſſive 
of the Deity as poſſible? Yes certainly. they are, and have. al- 
3 ways 
e Tſai. vi. 1, 2, 3. Here the Meſſiab is called the Lord, that is in the Origt- 
nal, the Jehovah. And He is called the Lord of Haſis, which is the Supreme 
Deity, by the Confeſſion of the Arians themſelves. The Word Kugie- (ſynoni- 
mous to Adonai) is in the Writings of the Apoſtles abſolutely aſcribed to Chriſt, 

_ faith Zanchius, a thouſand Times. Leigh's Crit. Sac. in Verb. Kugie. 
The excellent Bp. Reynolds, in his Explication of Pſalm ex. 1. gives a beau- 
tiful Definition of the Word Adonai). ** Chriſt (ſays he) is Lord, or Adonai, in 
two Reſpects; Firſt, a Lord in Power and Strength; Power to forgive Sins; Power 
to quicken whom he will; Power to cleanſe, juſtify and ſanctify: Power to ſuo- 
cour in Temptations : Power to raiſe from the Dead: Power to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt all that come to God by him: Power to hold faſt his Sheep: Power to 
caſt out the Accuſer of his Brethren : Power to put down all his Enemies, and 
to ſubdue all Things unto himſelf. Secondly, a Lord in Authority; to judge, to 
anoint, to employ, to command whom and what he will. He only is Lord 


cover our Perſons, over our Faith, over our Conſciences. To him only we muſt 


ſay, Lord, ſave us leſt we periſh; to him only we muſt ſay, Lord, what wilt thou.. 
have us to dee” ws 


rr .... 


8 13 
ways been interpreted of Chriſt by the Apoſtles, as is evident 
from that Paſſage of St. John, where ſpeaking of the Obſti- 
nacy and Incredulity of the Jews, he expreſſes himſelf thus: 
But though he had done ſo many Miracles before, yet they believed 
not on him; that the Saying of 1ſatas the Prophet might be ful- 
filled which he ſpake, Lord, who hath believed our Report? And to 
1 whom hath the Arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they 
could not believe, becauſe be hath blinded their Eyes, and hardened 
their Heart ; that they ſhould not ſee with their Eyes, nor underfland 
4 with their Heart, and be converted, and J ſhould heal them: and 
then immediately follows, theſe 7. bings Jour Eſaias, when he 
Jaw his Glory and Gale Hnr. 

The ſame alſo may be ſaid of that Paſſage of this Prophet 
which we meet with in another Place, Look unto me, and be je 
ſaved all the Ends of the Earth: for Tom God, and there is none 

elſe. T have ſworn by myſelf, the Word is gone out of my mouth in 
Righteouſneſs, and ſhall not return, that unto me every Knee ſhall 
bow, every Tongue ſhall fwear T. Is any one ſo ſtupid and 
ſenſeleſs in Religion, as to imagine that this could be ſaid of 
| any but the true, real and eternal God? And even this, is ex- 
It pPreſlly interpreted of Chriſt by St. Paul: For we ſhall all ſtand, 
|| ſiaith he, before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt; for it is written, as 
; I live, ſaith the Lord, every Knee ſhall bw to me, and every - 
= Tongue ball confe oſs to God*., 
To the ſame "Wy is that 8 of this Prophet in 


another 
+ John, xii. 37, 38, 30, 40, 41. 4 Lai. xv. 22, 23. * Rom. xiv. 10, II. 
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l 5 
another Plicns Sanctiſ the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, POE Jet bim be 
your Fear, and let bim be your Dread. And he ſhall be for a 
Sanctuary; but for a Stone of ſtumbling, and for a Rock of offence 
70 both the Heufes of Iſrael; for a Gin, and for a Snare to the In- 

Luabitants of Jeruſalem x. Which very Paſlage, is actually applied 
by old Simeon to Chriſt at his Nativity ; Behold, this Child is ſet for 
the Fall and Riſing again of many in Iſrael; and for a Sign which 
| ſhall be ſpoken againſt f. And St. Paul alſo it is plain comes into 
the ſame Application, where arraigning the Infidelity of the 
Jews, he faith of them, that they tumbled at that ſtumbling Stone; 
as it is written, behold, J lay in Sion a ſtumbling Stone, and Rock 
of offence: and whoſoever believeth on Him ſhall not be aſhamed +. 
To theſe we may add an infinite Variety of Teſtimonies, 
which are almoſt every where to be met with in the Book of 
_ Pſalms, (ach as are, Thou haſt aſcended up on high, and led Cap- 
tivity captive, and given Gifts unto Men|| : thou, Lord, in the begin- 
ning haſt laid the Foundations of the Earth, and the Heavens are 
the Wark. of thy Hands d. And again, thy Seat, O God, en- 
dureth for ever, the Sceptre of thy Kingdom is a right Sceptre ð , 
and the like. All which without manifeſt Blaſphemy and 
Impiety cannot poſſibly be expounded of any other than of 
_ God himſelf. And moſt certain it is, that St. Paul affirms 
the firſt of theſe Paſſages in the Pſalms to be literally verified 
= and fulfilled in Chriſt; where after having quoted the very 


words, 


Lai. viii, 13, 14. t Luke ii. 34. f Rom. ix. 32, 33. 
Pal. Ixviii. 18. Fal. cii, 25. Pal. xlv. 6. 
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a, 
words *, he ſubjoins, and He gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Pro: 


pbets; and ſome Evangeliſis, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers; for the 
perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 


edifying of the Body of Chriſt. And then as to all the reſt, thoſe 


alſo are directly applied by St. Paul to Chriſt, as is evi- 


dent from the firſt Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
where he there cites them on Purpoſe to demonſtrate his 


Divinity, and to prove that he was the eternal Son of God, 
God himſelf bleſſed for ever. po 


And where is there any the leaſt room for our Doubt or 


| Diſbelief in this Point? For has not our bleſſed Saviour him- 


ſelf, who is all Righteouſneſs and Truth, aſſerted his own 


Divinity as fully as was poſſible? Has he not made it the 
Juſt Object of our Faith, not only by undeniable Arguments 
and Proofs, but demonſtrated it alſo by the wonderful Mira- 


cles that he wrought? Works certainly above the Power of 


meer natural Man to effect; and therefore ſuch as to which 
he might well appeal for the Evidence of his Godhead, as we 


more than once find he did. For ſaid he to the Jews, My 


Father worketh hitherto and 1 work +; and again, verily, verily, 


T ſay unto you, the Son can do nothing of himſelf, but what he ſeeth 
the Father do: for what Things ſoever he doeth, theſe alſo doeth the 


Son liteuiſe. And ] have greater Witneſs, ſaith he, than that 
of Fohn: all which with much more to the ſame Purpoſe, the 


Jews looked upon to be ſo poſitwe an Aſſertion of his God- 
head, that they accuſe him of Blaſphemy; and we are told 


5 ab that 
Epgh. iv. 8. 11. 12. + John v. 17. 19. 36. 


61909 3 
that the very Reaſon why they fought to kill bim, was becauſe 
be aid that God vas his Father, and is womans that he made 
_ himſelf equal with God - n | 
That Chriſt the eternal Son. of: God would be 011 the 
everlaſting Father, as it ſeems at firſt Sight to carry in it an 
Impropriety of Speech, ſo to ſome perhaps it may appear an 
abſurd Paradox. For, ſay they, can the Son be ſaid to be the 
| F ather, or he that ! 18 begotten be the Perſon that begets? 
Thus, the rude Scoffers at our Myſteries may object, 
and vainly think themſelves unanſwerable in the Objection. 
But to ſet this Matter in a true Light, and to vindicate the 
agreeableneſs of this Title of the everlaſting Father with the 
Mieſſiah Chriſt; we are to conſider that it is here given to 
Him by the Prophet in the Text; not that Father and Son 
as to the Myſtery of the Trinity are One and the ſame Per- 
ſon (which was the Error of the Sabellians, and thoſe called 
Patripaſſians) but that Chriſt was the true and very God as to 
his Eſſence. Indeed this Character in the Text, is a Con- 
firmation of all that we have ſaid before in aſſertion of his 
Divinity (it being i improper to ſtyle Him the everlaſting Father, 
or Father of the Age or World to come, who himſelf, as to his 
Eſſence, is not the eternal, and conſequently, the true and 
real God) and makes it alſo manifeſt, that he is that univer- 
ſal Saviour and Redeemer of Mankind; whoſe Merit as it is 
not confined to the narrow Limits of any certain Time or 
B Place: 


+ John v. 18. 
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Place: ſo is it to endure to all Ages, and to extend itſelf to 
all Orders and Degrees of Man, that in his Seed ſhall all the 


Kindreds of the Earth be bleſſed. For as our Forefathers hoped 


in Him, and were ſayed by that Faith, by which they ex- 


pected his Coming in the Fleſh; ſo are all our Hopes of Hap- 


pineſs to be placed entirely in Him: ae is there Salvation 
in any other *. 


Here it ought to be obſerved, that as the Belief of the Di- 


vine Nature in - Chriſt is the very Foundatiggapf all our 
Hopes of Salvation by Him (it being certainly true, that all 
he did and ſuffered for us became, upon that Account only, 
meritorious and ſatisfactory) it has therefore been the Endea- 
vour of Satan, whoſe Devices we are not ignorant of +, to oppoſe 
this Article of our Faith. by Men of Sophiſtry and Cunning; 
and to turn it if poſſible out of our Creed. Such formerly 


were Hebion, Cerinthus, Photinus, Arius and others. And 


though theſe Impoſtors were divided in ſome Points; yet all 
agreed and conſented in this, that they denied our Saviour to 
be God, coeternal and conſubſtantial with the Father 1. In 


this Confederacy againſt Chrift, like Herod and Pontius Pi- 


late at his Crucifixion, they all centered and united; and en- 
deavoured to weaken us in our Faith as to his Divinity, and | 
as much as in them lay, to ſubvert it. 


And becauſe in this our Day thoſe Hereſies are covined; and 


„not 


Acts iv. 12. + 2 Cor. th 11. 
The Conſubſtantialiiy of the Son of God, is no o novel Term, as the 8 


Biſhop Bull has fully W againſt Epiſepius. | 


an 

not only ſecretly find Cotintenance-and Favour; eren among 
ſuch as pretend to be good Chriſtians; but are openly avowed 
and maintained; it cannot but be our Duties, who are ap- 
pointed Chriſt's. Miniſters, to oppoſe them: We muſt be 
wretchedly wanting to our facred Office, if we paſs them by 
ſlightingly and unregarded, and we cannot do Juſtice to thoſe 
committed to our Charge, if we give them not Warning; and 
like St. Paul, the great Pattern of our Miniſtry, beſeech them, 
to mark them whi ch cauſe ſuch Diviſions and Offences contrary 10 
the Doctrine they have received, and avoid them *. 
| Theſe therefore are to be admoniſhed and adviſed, that they 
| ſuffer not themſelves to be led away from the Truth by the 
Modern Unitarians: that in the myſteries of our Religion, they 
truſt not too much to their own Reaſon and Underſtanding ; 
but rather that they adhere firmly and conſtantly to the Holy 
| Scriptures, and not in the leaſt depart from thoſe Principles 
of our Faith, which were delivered to the Saints. 
There indeed they will be taught that God as to his EC 
ſence is Eternal: and in that Eſſence there are three Perſons, 
Father, Son and Holy- Ghoſt; who, as to their Properties, 
though they are diſtinct, yet as to their Nature they are ſtill 

but One . In this Faith all Chriſtians ſhould unite and 
conſent, acquieſce and be ſatisfied. 


Let 
Rom. xvi. 17. 


4 From Scriptural Authority, we own a Ditinfion of Perſon, but a ſtrict 
Unity of ——_— in the Godhead. 
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Leet us then as true Brethren, hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 
Faith without wavering; for as He is faithful that hath pro- 
miſed, ſo is He powerful alſo that he can perform. 


The Word Pere, we do not uſe in any Senſe that implies 7 ritheiſm:- we 
_ contend for the Unity of the Godhead with as true a Zeal, as any of thoſe who... 
appropriate to themſelyes the Name of Unitarian, 2 
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